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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97-1.98, 
Applicant submits the accompanying Form PTO-1449 citing references relating to the 
application. 

This Statement is being filed under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3), i.e., 
before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits. In the event that a first Office 
Action on the merits has been mailed, then this Statement is being filed under 37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(c)(2) and the Commissioner is requested to charge Deposit Account No. 10-0750 for 
the $180.00 fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). 

A copy of each reference listed on the Form PTO-1449 is enclosed. Each 
reference is in the English language, except for WO 98/49326, which includes an English- 
language abstract. Applicant also notes that US 2003/166162, which is an English- 
language reference in the patent family of WO 98/49326, is included in the enclosed 



references. Additionally, copies of a Supplementary Partial European Search Report and 
the International Search Report and Written Opinion from foreign applications 
corresponding to the present application, which cite various of the references listed on 
Fomri PTO-1449, are enclosed. 

This Statement should not be construed as an admission that any information 
provided herewith is material as that temi is defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b) or that any of 
the cited references qualifies as prior art. This Statement should not be constmed as a 
representation that a search has been made, or that infonnation more material does not 
exist. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to initial the citations on the Form PTO- 
1449 to confimn consideration of each reference. 
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